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SOUTH LONDON CARE PROCEEDINGS PROJECT (SLCPP) 

Questions for Letters of Instruction (LOIs) in relation to assessing parenting 

The standard questions (Section 1) were developed by the SLCPP assessment sub-group, 

drawing on discussions with providers of community and residential assessments and on 

questions developed by the Family Assessment and Support Team (FAST, Kensington & 

Chelsea) during the West London Tri-borough Care Proceedings Pilot. 

The specific issues questions (Section 2) were developed by the Tri-borough Pilot, as above. 

When developing your LOI, check also the SLCPP Practice Guidance document about 

parenting and other expert assessments, and the Law Society’s sample questions for experts. 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/advice/family-expert-templates/ 

Section 1: Standard questions about parenting 

1. Please provide an assessment of parenting capacity, including basic care, attitudes 

towards parenting, safeguarding, and relationships within the family.   

 

Where relevant, this should include assessment of each parent's individual parenting 

capacity, as well as an assessment of their ability to safely co-parent. 

 

2. Please assess each parent's understanding, insight and acknowledgement of the 

concerns identified and/or of the harm that has occurred in this family. 

 

3. Please consider any factors that might impact on parenting, noting both strengths 

and difficulties.   

 

 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/advice/family-expert-templates/


SLCPP – Questions for Letters of Instruction – Agreed July / Review December 2013                                                                                                                               

2 

 

Consider all relevant factors, including (but not exclusively limited to) each 

parent’s experiences of abuse or trauma as child or adult; difficulties in family or 

personal relationships; physical, emotional and mental health and medical history, 

including any current or past issue of domestic violence, substance misuse or mental 

health problems; criminal convictions and cautions; history of concerns for children; 

history of children having difficulties with drugs/alcohol or mental health concerns; 

and special needs of child or adult. 

 

4. Where there are concerns identified regarding parental difficulties, previous care or 

insight, please comment on each parent's ability to effect any necessary change, and 

to sustain change, including the likelihood of their engaging successfully with any 

appropriate family or community support, and whether such change is likely to occur 

within the timeframe of each child. 

 

5. Please provide your overall opinion and conclusions regarding the ability of each 

parent to meet the general and specific needs of each child, linked to their particular 

experiences, now and into the future. 

Section 2: Questions in relation to specific situations (to be used only if 

needed to address a key issue that will inform decisions in the case) 

(a) If there are concerns about a child’s mental health 

 Please undertake an assessment of each child’s mental health and current functioning, 

with reference to likely causal factors for any identified difficulties and any 

recommended interventions.  

(b) If there are concerns about a child’s learning 

 Please undertake a cognitive assessment of the child. (Note: we will undertake such an 

assessment if there is information to indicate problems in this area or we identify 

concerns during our assessment). 

 

 Please assess whether the child has any identified general or specific learning disability. 

Or, if a cognitive assessment has already been undertaken, and it identified difficulties: 

 Please comment on how the child’s identified learning disability impacts on their current 

functioning.  

(c) If there are concerns about a parent’s mental health 
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 Please undertake an assessment of the parent’s/each parent’s mental health and, where 

appropriate, comment on likely causal factors, prognosis, recommended interventions, 

timescales for change, and impact on parenting.  

Or, if an assessment has been undertaken already: 

 Please comment on the likely impact of the parent’s identified mental health problems 

on their parenting capacity. 

(d) If there are concerns about a parent’s learning 

 Please undertake a cognitive assessment of the parent/parents and comment on any 

impact on their parenting capacity. 

 

 Please assess whether the parent has any identified general or specific learning disability 

and comment on any impact on their parenting capacity.  

Or, if a cognitive assessment has already been undertaken, which identified difficulties: 

 Please comment on how the parent’s identified learning disability impacts on their 

parenting capacity.  

(e) If there are concerns about a parent’s substance use 

 Please undertake an assessment of the parent’s/ each parent’s substance use and, 

where appropriate, comment on likely causal factors, prognosis, recommended 

interventions, timescales for change, and impact on parenting.  

(f) If there are concerns about the parental/couple relationship and/or domestic violence  

 Please undertake an assessment of the parental relationship and, where any difficulties 

are identified, please consider the possibility of change and the likely impact on the 

children of any identified difficulties.  

Or, if a concurrent assessment of domestic violence is being/has been undertaken: 

 Please comment on how the parent’s identified relationship difficulties impact on their 

parenting capacity. 

 

 Please comment on the impact of the identified domestic violence on parenting 

capacity. 

 

(g) Other 

 You might want to add questions about sibling relationships or those in the wider family. 


