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SOUTH LONDON CARE PROCEEDINGS PROJECT (SLCPP) 

Principles governing the assessment of connected persons 

These notes are intended to be used as guiding principles. Additional material might need to 
be considered, depending on the nature of the case. 

 Definition of “connected person” to be assessed 

In order to be eligible for assessment, a potential connected person must have a clear 
connection to the child, through: 

1. being a family member, or 
2. having a close and ‘real’ connection to the family, or  
3. having an established relationship with the child.   

Paternal families 

As the identification of the child’s father is key to assist in considering maintaining the child 
within their family, details of the child’s father and family network must be provided 
without delay, and no later than the first appointment. 

A Family Group Conference, or other meeting with the family, is an opportunity for the 
family to be advised about the importance of this information being provided.   

If there is doubt about paternity, DNA testing must be directed at the first hearing.  

Details of the father must be requested in formal legal letters to the mother’s 
representative in advance of issuing proceedings. Representatives are expected to reply 
within 14 days, or to bring this information to the first hearing.   

In the absence of such information at the first appointment, the local authority will seek a 
direction for receiving it within 7 days. 

Avoiding delay for the child 

The assessment of a connected person will normally be completed with 10 weeks. 

The local authority will support and promote the use of family meetings/Family Group 
Conferences to explore options for contingency carers, if these are available. This will be 
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part of pre-proceedings work with the family, and will also feature in “letters before 
proceedings” (from the legal department to parents’ representatives) and in requests for 
directions.   

The local authority will normally commit to undertaking a maximum of 3 preliminary 
assessments per case. If more than that number is proposed, a family meeting might be the 
best way of deciding who should be assessed, and in what order. The guidance notes in the 
appendix set out the topics that will be discussed with potential carers.  

In order to make best use of the interest and potential of connected persons (including 
those residing overseas) becoming permanent carers for children: 

 potential connected persons must be identified as early as possible during pre-
proceedings social work with the family 
 

 the family must be given a clear explanation of what they are being asked to decide 
in putting forward potential carers, and must be told the timescale for doing that, 
normally 7 days 
 

 information about potential carers must be requested explicitly in the formal legal 
letters to the parents’ representatives in advance of issuing proceedings 
 

 legal representatives must reply within 14 days of such requests, or bring that 
information to the first hearing, and  
 

 in the absence of such information at the first hearing, the local authority will seek a 
direction for receiving that information within 7 days.  

Where there are significant and pervading concerns regarding a connected person’s 
suitability for caring for a child long term, based on information known within the 
professional network and following an explanation of the reasons for their decision to the 
connected person, the local authority may decide that it is not appropriate to undertake any 
further assessment.   

It is crucial to take immediate action in relation to obtaining relevant medical information 
and complying with DBS requirements.  

 Recording and reporting assessment decisions    

In the case of assessments that lead to an early negative conclusion, a short statement will 
describe the work undertaken and the reasons for the decision made.  

Fuller assessments will be recorded as an assessment report, using the local authority’s 
preferred format, and filed with the court.  

In every case, the views and wishes of the child to be placed must be sought, recorded and 
considered.   
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APPENDIX  

What you need to be a good carer 

The social worker will ask you these questions: 

1. Are you willing to look after the child in the long term? Can you do this? Will you do 
what is best for the child even if this is not best for the parents? 
 

2. Do you understand why the child is not living with their parents? Do you accept this?  
 

3. Will you be able to protect the child from future harm? 
 

4. Your role will change. For example, you will be looking after the child full time instead of 
part time as a grandparent/aunt. Can you cope with this and any strain it may cause? 

 

5. Will you have enough support? 
 

6. Will you have enough time for everyone in your family? Does your home have enough 
space? 

 

7. Children need warm and loving care. Can you give this?  Will you be able to stimulate 
the child? 

 

8. Children’s needs change over time. Will you be able to understand these needs? Will 
you be able to adapt? 

 

9. Will you make sure the child is educated properly? Will you make sure the child is 
healthy and gets any medical help if they need it? 

 

10. Children need to understand their past. They need to be proud of themselves, and of 
their race and religion. Do you agree? Can you help them with this? 

 

11. There may be problems in the future. The child may have special needs. Do you 
understand this? What does the rest of the family think? What do other children in the 
family think? 

 

12. Can you work as part of a team with social workers, teachers and health workers?  Will 
you ask them for help when it’s needed? 
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Why family and friends might not be able to look after the child  

We believe that a child should usually live with someone they know. But there may be 
reasons why this is not best. Here are some of them. 

1. Health  
 
They have physical or mental health problems. In the future these may stop them 
looking after the child properly. 
 
2. Age  

 

 They are too old to look after the child until the child is 18. 

 There is a risk that they will die before the child reaches 18. 
 

3. Drug or alcohol problems 
 
They use drugs or alcohol. This stops them looking after the child properly all the time. 

 
4. Criminal record of the carer or other adults in the household  

 

 A criminal court has ordered that they or someone living with them should not 
live with a child. For example, they may be on the Sex Offenders Register. 

 They or someone living with them has been convicted of a crime. They should 
not look after or live with the child because of what was done.  

 
5. Housing  
 

 They do not have a permanent home. 

 Their home is overcrowded. 

 Their home is in a bad state. 

 They or the tenant have rent arrears that are so large that they may be evicted. 

 They need to be re-housed. It is unlikely that this will happen soon. 
  
6. Work or lifestyle  

 
 They cannot look after the child because of their work or other activities.  
 
7. Family composition 
  
There are other people living with them who need their help. It will be too hard for them 
to look after these people as well as the child.  
 
8. How they did as parents   
 
They have not looked after their own children properly. 
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9. Understanding what children need  
 

 They cannot show that they understand how children develop. 

 They cannot show they will put the child’s needs first. 
 

10. Meeting the particular needs of the child 
 

 They do not understand the child’s needs. 

 They cannot show they will meet these needs.  
 

These include: 

 educational needs 

 health needs 

 emotional needs of the child, and 

 any special needs the child has. 
 

11. Protecting the child  
 

 They cannot stop the parents abusing the child. 

 They cannot or will not make sure that the parents keep to any restrictions on 
contact.  

 
12. Working together 

 
They will not co-operate with social workers, teachers and health workers. 

 
13. Money   

 
They do not have enough money to look after the child properly. 

 
14. Risk of any of the above 

 
Even if these do not exist now, there is a real risk that they will be in the future. 

 

 

 

 


